
The following definition of piracy is contained in article 101 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the1

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS):

             “Piracy consists of any of the following acts:
(a) any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the

crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed:
(i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such ship

or aircraft;
(ii) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State;

(b) any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an aircraft with knowledge of facts
making it a pirate ship or aircraft;

(c) any act inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described in sub-paragraph (a) or (b).” 
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REPORTS ON ACTS OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST  SHIPS

Issued monthly - Acts reported during May 1999

1 In pursuance of the Maritime Safety Committee’s instruction to the Secretariat to issue monthly
reports of all incidents of piracy  and armed robbery against ships reported to the Organization and, in1

addition, to issue, on a quarterly basis, composite reports accompanied by an analysis, on a regional basis,
of the situation and an indication whether the frequency of incidents is increasing or decreasing and
advising of any new feature or pattern of significance, the annex hereto provides, in the tabulated format
agreed by the Committee, summaries of reports on incidents received between 30 April 1999
(MSC/Circ.906) and 31 May 1999.

2 The total number of acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships so far reported to the
Organization is 1,479, an increase of 24 since 30 April 1999. 

3 Previous incidents reported to the Organization since the fifty-ninth session of the Committee have
been circulated by various MSC circulars, those issued during the current year being  MSC/Circ.899,
MSC/Circ.902, MSC/Circ.904 and MSC/Circ.906.
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